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Talking Points

FREE HIV, Syphilis & Hep C Testing at Participating Walgreens on June 27th - National HIV Testing Day
· Walgreens and Greater Than HIV/STDs, a public information initiative of KFF, are joining with more than 415 health departments and community organizations to provide FREE rapid HIV, syphilis, and/or hepatitis C testing at 575 Walgreens stores on June 27 for the nation’s largest National HIV Testing Day (NHTD) event.
· With local testing partners in nearly all states, Washington, D.C., and Puerto Rico, this year’s activation marks a record level of participation in the partnership’s 15-year history.
· Visit Walgreens.GreaterThan.org for a list of participating Walgreens stores and the hours FREE testing will be available on Friday, June 27. No appointment needed.
The Need 
· HIV testing is recommended as a part of routine health care.
· There are more options than ever to stay healthy and prevent HIV. It starts with a test. No matter the result, testing is the first step to taking control of your health.
· With ongoing high rates of syphilis, including congenital syphilis (transmission during pregnancy or delivery) along with other STDs in the U.S., the activation expanded last year to include syphilis and hepatitis C testing as part of a more comprehensive approach to protect sexual health.
Testing is Quick & Easy
· A rapid HIV or STD test only takes a light stick of the finger or quick oral swab. 
· Testing will be provided by trained counselors with results available within 20 minutes or less. Referrals and linkages to care provided. Staff can also answer questions about prevention, including PrEP and doxy PEP, and advances in treatment.

About the Partnership
· Since 2011, KFF’s Greater Than HIV/STDs and Walgreens National HIV Community Partnership has provided more than 93,000 free HIV/STD tests through the program. Many more have been reached with information about testing, prevention and treatment. 
· This year marks the highest level of participation – both in terms of testing partners and stores – in the program’s history.
· More than 22,000 rapid HIV, syphilis and hepatitis C tests have been donated to support this year‘s activation by leading manufacturers, including Diagnostics Direct, NOWDiagnostics, OraSure Technologies, Chembio Diagnostics, and bioLytical Laboratories.
· For more about the partnership and a list of participating Walgreens locations for this year’s National HIV Testing Day, visit Walgreens.GreaterThan.org. 
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